**If found please return to Ms. DiDonato**
Name ___________________

Period _____

The Crucible 

Written by Arthur Miller

· Written in the 1950’s 

· Historical Fiction- has historical facts intermingled with fictional sections

· Revolves around the Salem Witch Trials, which occurred in 1692

Crucible: 


1.  an ordeal or a trial




2.  a purging, a new formation by heat

Four entertainments forbidden by Puritans:

1. Novels

2. Theatre

3. Dancing

4. Christmas

Setting

	ACT 1
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Parris’ home

	ACT 2
	Proctor’s home

	ACT 3
	Courtroom

	ACT 4
	Jail and Gallows


The Crucible Cast
ACT ONE

TITUBA

PARRIS

ABIGAL

SUSSANNA

MRS. PUTNAM

MERCY

BETTY

MARY WARREN

PROCTOR

REBECCA

PUTNAM

GILES

REVERAND JOHN HALE

ACT TW0
ELIZABETH

PROCTOR

MARY WARREN

HALE

FRANCIS

GILES

CHEEVER

 ACT THREE
GIRLS

HAWTHORNE'S VOICE

MARTHA COREY'S VOICE

DANFORTH

GILES

HERRICK

MARY WARREN

PROCTOR 

FRANCIS

HALE

CHEEVER

PARRIS

ABIGAL

ELIZABETH

ACT FOUR

TITUBA

SARAH GOOD

HOPKINS

HAWTHORNE

DANFORTH

CHEEVER

PARRIS

HALE

ELIZABETH

PROCTOR

REBECCA

	The Crucible
Relationship chart

	

	Ω
	Ω
	Ω

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	[image: image1.wmf]
	

	
	
	Tituba

“Dancing in the Woods”

Who and Why


	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


BRIEF SYNOPSIS:
 The Crucible . . . is a self-contained play about a terrible period in American history.

 Silly accusations of witchcraft by some mischievous girls in Puritan dress gradually take possession of Salem. Before the play is over, good people of pious nature and responsible temper are condemning other good people to the gallows . . .. John Proctor and his wife, farm people, are the central characters of the play. At first the idea that Goodie [sic] Proctor is a witch is only an absurd rumor. But The Crucible carries the Proctors through the whole ordeal--first vague suspicion, then the arrest, the implacable, highly wrought trial in the church vestry, the final opportunity for John Proctor to save his neck by confessing to something he knows is a lie, and finally the baleful roll of the drums at the foot of the gallows.
OBJECTIVE CHARACTER MINI-SYNOPSIS:

· Reverend Parris: The New England minister who is mainly responsible for the belief in witches. 

· Betty Parris: His ten-year-old daughter, who was caught by her father dancing in the woods and pretends to see spirits. 

· Tituba: Reverend Parris' Negro slave who is partly responsible for teaching the children about "spirits." 

· Abigail Williams: Reverend Parris' seventeen-year-old-niece, who leads the other children in the accusations. 

· Thomas Putnam: A vindictive man with many grievances who uses the witch tales to effect his personal vengeance upon the town. 

· Mrs. Ann Putnam: His wife, who attributes the death of her seven infant children to supernatural causes. 

· Mary Warren: The girl who works for John and Elizabeth Proctor and who is also involved in accusing people of being witches. 

· John Proctor: A local member of the church who has opposed many of Mr. Parris' unnecessary expenditures. 

· Elizabeth Proctor: John's wife, who discovers that her husband has committed adultery with Abigail Williams. 

· Giles Corey: One of the oldest men in the community, who is brutally put to death because he challenged the proceeding of the court. 

· Reverend John Hale: The minister who first instigates the investigations but later sees through them and recants. 

· Francis Nurse: One of the most respected men of the community, who also tries to stop the investigations. 

· Rebecca Nurse: A lady of immense goodness and respect who is later accused of being a witch. 

· Judge Hathorne: One of the judges sent to examine the people accused of being witches. 

· Deputy Governor Danforth: A special judge sent for this occasion, who is dedicated to removing all witches and who will not allow anyone to tamper with his authority. 

THE OBJECTIVE CHARACTERS:
Name: John Proctor 

Description: Proctor was a farmer in his middle thirties. . . . He was the kind of man--powerful of body, even-tempered, and not easily led--who cannot refuse support to partisans without drawing their deepest resentment. In Proctor's presence a fool felt his foolishness instantly . . . (Miller 20). 


Role: Farmer 

 
Characteristics: 

    Motivation: Avoidance; Oppose; Disbelief; 

    Methodology: Reaction; Non-acceptance; 

    Evaluation: Proven; Effect; Process; 

    Purpose: Actuality; Thought; Inertia; Chaos; 

Name: Abigail Williams 

Description: "Abigail Williams, seventeen . . . a strikingly beautiful girl, and orphan, with an endless capacity for dissembling" (Miller 9). 


Role: Harlot 

 
Characteristics: 

    Motivation: Pursuit; Temptation; 

    Methodology: Proaction; 

    Evaluation: Cause; Unproven; 

    Purpose: Knowledge; Speculation; Inequity; 

Name: Deputy Governor Danforth 

Description: "Danforth is a grave man in his sixties, of some humor and sophistication that does not, however, interfere with an exact loyalty to his position and his cause" (Miller 85). 


Role: Deputy Governor 

 
Characteristics: 

    Motivation: Consider; Logic; Control; 

    Methodology: Probability; Inaction; 

    Evaluation: Theory; Trust; 

    Purpose: Ability; Aware; 

Name: Elizabeth Proctor 

Description: Sickly, Cold and self-righteous 

 
Role: John' wife 

 
Characteristics: 


Motivation: Faith; Support; 

    

Methodology: Acceptance; 

    

Evaluation: Result; 

    

Purpose: Order; Change; 

Name: Giles Corey 

Description: "Giles Corey, eighty-three, enters. He is knotted with muscle, canny, inquisitive, and still powerful" (Miller 25). 

 
Role: Farmer 

Name: Judge Hathorne 

Description: "Judge Hathorne enters. He is in his sixties, a bitter, remorseless Salem judge" (Miller 85). 

 
Role: Judge 

Name: Mary Warren 

Description: "She is seventeen, a subservient, naive, lonely girl" (Miller 18). 

 
Role: Proctor's servant 


Characteristics: 

    Motivation: Uncontrolled; Feeling; 

    Methodology: Protection; Possibility; 

    Evaluation: Test; Hunch; 

    Purpose: Self-Aware; Desire; 

Name: Rebecca Nurse 

Description: "Gentleness exudes from her" (Miller 25). 


Role: Town Matriarch 

 
Characteristics: 

    Motivation: Conscience; Help; 

    Methodology: Reduction; Evaluation; 

    Evaluation: Expectation; Ending; 

    Purpose: Equity; Projection; 

Name: Reverend John Hale 

Description: "Mr. Hale is nearly forty, a tight-skinned, eager-eyed intellectual . . . . On being called here to ascertain witchcraft he felt the pride of the specialist whose unique knowledge has at last been publicly called for" (Miller 33). 


Role: Visiting Minister 

 
Characteristics: 

    

Motivation: Reconsider; 

    

Purpose: Perception; 

Name: Reverend Samuel Parris 

Description: "At the time of these events Parris was in his middle forties. In history he cut a villainous path, and there is very little good to be said for him" (Miller 3). 


Role: Town Minister 

 
Characteristics: 

    

Motivation: Hinder; 

    

Methodology: Reevaluation;

	The Crucible, Act I

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Characterization Through Dialogue and Stage Direction


	
	Define the following terms.


	Dialogue

	
	Characterization

	
	Stage Directions

	
	Directions: Read the following dialogue and stage directions. Then answer the

                  questions about what each characters words and actions reveal.

	Parris: I cannot blink what I saw, Abigail, for my enemies will not blink it. I saw a 

             dress lying on the grass.

Abigail, innocently: A dress?

Parris, it is very hard to say: Aye a dress. And I thought I saw—someone naked           

             running through the trees.

Abigail, in terror: No one was naked! You mistake yourself, uncle!

Parris, with anger: I saw it! He moves from her. Then, resolved: Now tell me true,

             Abigail. And I pray you feel the weight of the truth upon you, for now my

             ministry’s at stake, my ministry and perhaps your cousin’s life. Whatever

             abomination you have done, give me all of it now, for I dare not to be 

             taken unaware when I go before them down there.


	1. What kind of a person is Abigail? Cite two examples from the dialogue or stage directions to explain your answer.


	
	2. Why do you think that Parris finds it “very hard to say” that he saw someone naked?


	
	3. Why does Abigail respond in terror?


	
	4. Why do you think the playwright specifies that Parris “moves from her”?


	
	5. Based on the passage, what is Parris most concerned with? Cite at least one piece of dialogue to support your answer.


			

	ACT ONE

TITUBA

REVEREND PARRIS

ABIGAIL WILLIAMS

SUSSANNA WALCOTT
MRS. ANN PUTNAM

MERCY LEWIS

BETTY PARRIS

MARY WARREN

JOHN PROCTOR

REBECCA NURSE

THOMAS PUTNAM

GILES COREY

REVERAND JOHN HALE

Outline of events (expand on these)

Brief Background of Play and Setting

“Dancing in the woods”

Parris’ Status in the Church

Abigail and John

Putnam’s Motives

THE CRUCIBLE
ACT ONE

Directions: Examine the text to find instances of character development.  What is it about this character that makes them who they are.  I want you to find clues in the text to support your assumption of someone.  For example, if you think someone is selfish find a quote where this quality is being displayed.  You may use quotes or stage directions.  Cite the page number and the quality.

TITUBA

PARRIS

ABIGAL

SUSSANNA

MRS. PUTNAM

MERCY

BETTY

MARY WARREN

PROCTOR

REBECCA

PUTNAM

GILES

REVERAND JOHN HALE
The Crucible, Act I

Arthur Miller

Reading Strategy: Question the Character’s Motives

     Examining the behavior of characters in a story or a play is a good way to increase understanding of the plot. Specifically, to question the characters’ motives—their reasons for acting and speaking as they do—helps alert readers to important details and ideas that are not necessarily directly stated. 

     In The Crucible, characters’ motives are revealed through their actions, words, and extensive stage directions.

Directions: Question the motives of Abigail, Mrs. Putnam, and Reverend Hale. Review each character’s words, actions, and the stage directions as you complete the table with your answers to the questions in the first column.

Abigail

Mrs. Putnam

Reverend Hale

What motivates the character’s behavior?

Does the character hide true motives? If so, how?

Might the character be unaware of true motives?

The Crucible, Act I

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Drama: Dialogue and Stage Direction

Arthur Miller’s stage directions in The Crucible are extensive, detailed, and full of historical information. They provide the setting, background on the situation, and information about characters’ backgrounds, motives, and personalities. A reader of the play benefits from Miller’s background information by gaining an understanding of the characters as people and why they act the way they do.

     Still, The Crucible is a play. As in all plays, the dialogue carries the burden of communicating to the audience. From the dialogue a reader or an audience member learns how the characters think, how they express themselves, and how they feel about one another and about the situation at hand. It is only through the dialogue that the plot develops.

Directions: Refer to dialogue, stage directions, and background information in Act I as you answer the following questions.
1. What do you learn about Rev. Parris’s relationship with the community in Act I? Where do you learn this information?

2. What are Abigail’s circumstances? What led her to reside with her uncle? Indicate where you find this information.

3. What relationship exists between Abigail and Proctor? How do you know this?

4. When Mrs. Putnam enters the story, how do the stage directions characterize her?

5. In what way do Mrs. Putnam’s words and/or actions in Act I support her description in the stage directions?

6. Why is Mary Warren embarrassed and fearful when John Proctor enters the room? How do you know this?
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ACT TW0
ELIZABETH

PROCTOR

MARY WARREN

HALE

FRANCIS

GILES

CHEEVER

The Crucible, Act II

Arthur Miller

Reading Strategy: Read Drama

Directions: Each of the following items presents a stage direction from Act II with

                  emphasis added. What is the importance of the emphasized part of  

                 the stage direction? Write your interpretation in the space provided.
1. The common room of PROCTOR’S house, eight days later.
2. He continues on to the fireplace, … lifts out the ladle and tastes. He is not quite pleased.

3. … she takes up his plate and glass and fork and goes with them to the basin. Her back is turned to him. He turns to her and watches her. A sense of their separation rises.

4. PROCTOR, scoffing but without conviction: Ah, they’d never hang--
5. MARY WARREN: I am sick, I am sick, Mr. Proctor, Pray, pray, hurt me not. Her strangeness throws him off…

6. It is MR. HALE,  He is different now—drawn a little, and there is a quality of deference, even of guilt, about his manner now.

7. ELIZABETH, with great fear. I will fear nothing, She looks about the room as if to fix it in her mind.

The Crucible, Act II

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Allusion

Allusion

Directions: Use a dictionary or other reference work to explain the italicized allusion in each of the following items.

1. At the beginning of Act II, a kind of cold war exists between John and Elizabeth because of past events.

2. Although an honest and strong man, John Proctor has an Achilles heel – his relationship to Abigail.

3. Something between a siren and a harpy, Abigail proves to be Proctor’s undoing.

4. Reverend Hale Brings and ivory-tower approach to his examination that ill fits the world he finds.

5. With the sword of Damocles above his head, Proctor flusters and cannot remember the Ten Commandments.

6. Even a person with the patience of Job, however, would grow angry at the injustice of innuendo as evidence.

Miller and McCarthyism
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Arthur Miller (1915-2005)
Miller, born in New York to a manufacturer father was deeply affected by the depression. Due to his disillusionment with the government, Miller flirted in the ‘40s with the idea of joining the communist party. He attended a few meetings and participated in some demonstrations but never actually joined. In 1953, as a reaction to Elia Kazan’s (one of Miller’s closest friends) testimony in the House of Un-American Activities, Miller wrote “The Crucible”, an allegory for the McCarthy era and mass hysteria of the time. As a result of his earlier activity with the party and his scathing public criticism of the hearings, in 1956 Miller was called to testify. Refusing to name names, Miller was cited for contempt of Congress but the ruling was overturned in 1958.
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Elia Kazan (1909-2003)
Marilyn Monroe (1926-1962)

Born in Istanbul to Greek parents, Kazan came to the U.S. at the age of 4 where his father became a rug merchant. Like Miller, during the ‘40s Kazan was associated with the communist party but, unlike Miller Kazan had joined. In the ‘30s and ‘40s he was a highly sought after director on Broadway and in 1945 began directing in Hollywood. In 1952, Kazan was called before the committee to testify about Communist activity. After agonizing over the decision to name names and phone calls to those who could be named, he testified to the committee under the threat that he would lose the Oscar if he did not.
Born Norma Jeane Mortenson in Los Angeles, Marilyn was not an immediate sensation in Hollywood. After a  childhood spent in and out of orphanages and foster homes and a failed marriage to a childhood sweetheart, Monroe began modeling work and in 1948 signed her first contract with a Hollywood studio. Type cast as a ditzy blonde, Monroe was actually a savvy businesswoman. Unfortunately her personal life was a mess. After a second divorce (Joe DiMaggio), Marilyn married Miller in 1956 and divorced him in 1961. Monroe died of a suspected overdose on August 5, 1962.
McCarthyism and The Crucible

	What is McCarthyism?

McCarthyism occurred in the 1950’s in the United States during a period of post-war economic, political and social instability. Sen. Joseph McCarthy began an investigation to expose Communists in the U.S. setting himself up as chief interrogator. He began his attacks in 1950 with the support of President Harry Truman who was involved in the Cold War with the Soviet Union and was obsessed with national security.

	House of Un-American Activities Committee:

Questioned witnesses, made damaging insinuations, and exhibited poor judgment. Many were considered suspicious and this allowed the committee much freedom. Many were convicted: Alger Hiss. Some were executed: Ethel and Julius Rosenberg. Eventually McCarthy and the committee go too far and loses favorable opinion. Accused General George Marshall. By 1954 he is censured by the Senate and dies three years later.

	


	Salem Witch Hunts 1692
	McCarthy Hearings 1950

	Social Climate

	· Social unrest

· Politics of town vs. village (one breaks away from the other religion)

· Arguments over choice of minister, how minister preaches, and his materialism

· Jealousy of neighbors wealth and land

· Fighting over wills

· Witches found in other communities
	Climate of fear

· Fear of treason, spies within the government.

· Fear of communist takeover of democracy.

· Spies had been convicted, ex: Alger Hiss, Rosenbergs



	Courtroom Procedure, Interrogation

	Danforth’s Techniques
· Unfair policies

· No legal representation of defendants.

· Relentless questioning.

· Guilt presumed

· Invisible crimes

· Girls were only witnesses

· Persecution by death

· Power of one individual
	McCarthy’s Techniques
· Relentless

· Repetitious

· Petty

· Guilt assumed because of past communist associations.

· Focused on high profile people (Hollywood etc.)

· Victims lost jobs, reputations were ruined and many moved from the U.S.

	Both men in charge had tremendous power and misused it. 

Innocent until proven guilty???  Or Guilty until proven innocent?


ACT THREE
GIRLS

HAWTHORNE'S VOICE

MARTHA COREY'S VOICE

DANFORTH

GILES

HERRICK

MARY WARREN

PROCTOR 

FRANCIS

HALE

CHEEVER

PARRIS

ABIGAL

ELIZABETH
	The Crucible, Act III

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Dramatic Irony in Plot

	

	Define the following terms.

	Irony
	

	Dramatic Irony
	

	Verbal Irony
	

	Plot
	

	Directions: Answer the questions to determine how dramatic irony plays a key role in the plot of The Crucible.

	1. What does the audience know about the girls that many of the characters—including Danforth—originally do not know?

	

	2. What does the audience know about Abigail that many of the characters—including Danforth—originally do not know?

	

	3. There are many conflicts in The Crucible. What is the central conflict involving John Proctor?

	

	4. What is the climax of The Crucible—the scene where the conflict reaches the greatest dramatic tension? Explain your answer.

	

	5. Why is this climax an example of dramatic irony?

	The Crucible, Act III

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Dramatic and Verbal Irony

	Directions: Explain the verbal or dramatic irony that exists in the following passages.

	1. Upon hearing Proctor’s and Mary’s statements, Danforth is shaken by the idea that Abigail and the girls could be frauds. Danforth challenges Proctor with this: “Now, Mr. Proctor, before I decide whether I shall hear you or not, it is my duty to tell you this. We burn a hot fire here; it melts down all concealment.”

	2. Parris, to save his own reputation, is eager to support Abigail’s claims and the court’s decisions. He accuses several people of making attacks upon the court. Hale’s response is this: “Is every defense an attack upon the court? Can no one--?”

	3. Proctor reminds Mary of a biblical story about the angel Raphael and a boy name Tobias. In the story, the boy frees a woman from the devil and cures her father of blindness.

	4. Hale feels there is a weight in Mary Warren’s deposition. He cautions Danforth about not examining it closely: “Excellency, I have signed seventy-two death warrants; I am a minister of the Lord, and I dare not take a life without there be a proof so immaculate no slightest qualm of conscience may doubt it.”

	5. Proctor is informed that Elizabeth has said she is pregnant. Proctor says he knows nothing of it but states that his wife does not lie. Later, when questioned about her husband’s fidelity, Elizabeth lies, thinking she is protecting her husband and his reputation.

	
	
	
	


	The Crucible, Act III

Arthur Miller

Cause and Effect Relationships

	Directions: Fill in the blanks to show what happened as a result of a specific action.

	1. If Proctor had not presented a petition of signature to Judge Danforth, then

	

	2. If John Proctor had not desired to help his friends’ wives, then

	

	3. If Mary Warren had not testified against the girls, then

	

	4. If Elizabeth had been able to talk to her husband before Judge Danforth questioned her  then, 

	

	5. If John Proctor had not had an affair with Abigail, then

	

	6. If Elizabeth had not lied about her husband’s infidelity, then

	

	7. If Abigail had not pretended Mary’s spirit was on her, then

	

	8. If Mary Warren had not lied against John Proctor, then
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ACT FOUR

TITUBA

SARAH GOOD

HOPKINS

HAWTHORNE

DANFORTH

CHEEVER

PARRIS

HALE

ELIZABETH

PROCTOR

REBECCA
	The Crucible, Act IV

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Characters and Theme

	

	Define the following terms.

	Theme
	

	Themes of 

The Crucible
	

	Directions: In a play, often the playwright will choose one or more characters to carry a theme. Write a few sentences telling how each character represents one or more themes of The Crucible. Give specific examples of things that the characters does and says, and things that are said about that character, to show how the playwright has used that character to explore one or more themes

	1. Rebecca Nurse

	

	2. Deputy Governor Danforth

	

	3. Mary Warren

	

	4. John Proctor

	

	5. Another character of your choice

	

	
	
	


	The Crucible, Act IV

Arthur Miller

Literary Analysis: Theme

	Directions: Use the following chart to help you identify themes in The Crucible. In the first column are subjects or topics that Miller addresses in the play. In the second column, write a sentence that states a theme about each topic that the events in the play express. In the third column, list the events or evidence in the play that points to the theme you have identified.

	Topic
	Theme
	Events in Play

	1. Guilt
	
	

	2. Revenge
	
	

	3. Pride
	
	

	4. Intolerance
	
	

	5. Authority
	
	

	6. Integrity
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Name _________________________

The Crucible Review

1. What is the setting for Act 1? _________________________________

2. What is the setting for Act 2? _________________________________

3. What is the setting for Act 3? _________________________________
4. What is the setting for Act 4? _________________________________

5. Who are the judges and how would you characterize them?

a. _________________-____________________________________
b. _________________-____________________________________
6. What are the three depositions (pieces of evidence) and who gives them?
a. _______________________________________________________

b. _______________________________________________________

c. _______________________________________________________

7. Why is it difficult to prove your innocence in a Salem court?

____________________________________________________________

8. Who is arrested and why?

1.___________________________________________________________ 2.___________________________________________________________ 3. __________________________________________________________
4.__________________________________________________________

5.___________________________________________________________
6. __________________________________________________________

9. Why do the girls repeat everything that Mary Warren says? ____________________________________________________________

10. Why does Mary Warren turn on Proctor? ___________________________

____________________________________________________________
11. Why does Proctor admit to the affair?   ____________________________ ____________________________________________________________

12. According to Puritan belief, does his confession save his soul?  Why?  ____________________________________________________________

13. Why does Elizabeth lie about the affair? ___________________________

____________________________________________________________

14. Is it easier for Danforthe to believe the girls or Proctor?  Why? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

15. What internal change do we see in Hale?  ___________________________

____________________________________________________________
16. At the begging of Act 4, what do Hale and Parris try to convince Danforthe to do?  Why?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. What does Hale and Parris want Elizabeth to do?

____________________________________________________________

18. What are the three reasons Hale believes the town should rebel?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
19. Why is Elizabeth’s life saved? ___________________________________

____________________________________________________________
20. What does Elizabeth mean by “He hath his goodness now…” (last line in play).

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

21. If Rebecca did not appear when Proctor was signing his confession, do you think that the outcome of the play would be different? 

What happened to:

22. Rebecca Nurse- _____________________________________________________

23. Giles Corey- _______________________________________________________

24. John Proctor- ______________________________________________________

25. Elizabeth Proctor- __________________________________________________

26. Abigail Williams- ___________________________________________________

27. What is Dramatic Irony? ________________________________________

28. Give an example of it from the text.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________
_______________________





_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

Parris Revealed

Written by Arthur Miller, the play The Crucible, presents an ambiguous character, Reverend Parris; although ministry should create a respected position in Salem and offer a sense of authority, Rev. Parris is characterized as an insecure and self-centered man.  As his daughter, Betty, lies sick in bed, Parris questions Abigail, his niece, by saying, “Then why can she not move herself since midnight?  This child is desperate!  …It must come out—my enemies will bring it out.  Let me know what you done there.  Abigail, do you understand that I have many enemies?” (Miller 10).  Here, Parris is concerned with what the people in the town think of him; he reiterates, twice, that he has many enemies.  As Parris questions his niece, Miller begins to characterize Parris is an insecure man.  While Parris should be concerned with the overall health of his daughter, Betty, his comments suggest he is only concerned with his own reputation in Salem.  Furthermore, when Parris is speaking with Thomas Putnam, in his sick daughter’s bedroom, he urges him to not “leap to witchcraft.  [He believes that] they will howl [him] out of Salem for such a corruption in [his] house” (Miller13).  Parris expresses, not his concern for his daughter in this scene, but his concern for his status in the town.  His selfishness seems to cause him to fixate or obsess over the possibility of losing his job, which in turn equals having power.  As Parris’ insecurities develop, Salem is depicted as a town down trodden with paranoia.  In conclusion, Parris’ insecure and selfish nature is clear within the first few pages of Miller’s drama.
Name:








Date:




The Crucible Review Questions

Directions: All questions must be answered in academic language in your literature log.
Act I 
1. Who is Reverend Parris?

2. Who is Betty? 

3. Who is Abigail? 

4. What is the relationship between Parris, Betty and Abigail? 

5. Who is Tituba? What is her relationship to the family? 

6. What is wrong with Betty? 

7. Why does Parris suggest calling in Reverend Hale? 

8. Who are Ann and Thomas Putnam? What do they suggest is Betty's problem? What is their motivation for suggesting this? 

9. Who is Ruth? What is her relationship to the Putnams? What is wrong with her? How do the Putnams tie her problem to Betty's? 

10. Who is Mercy Lewis? What is her relationship to the Putnams? 

11. What does the conversation between Abigail, Mercy Lewis, Mary Warren, and Betty reveal about their recent 
activities? 

12. Who is John Proctor? What is his relationship to Mary Warren? What is his relationship to Abigail? How does he feel about his relationship with Abigail? 

13. Who is Elizabeth Proctor? What does Abigail think of her? How might this affect the outcome of the play? 

14. Who is Giles Corey? Why is he introduced into the play? 

15. Who is Rebecca Nurse? What is her role likely to be in the play? 

16. Why is the issue of Parris's salary raised? 

17. What is the Putnams' grievance over land?  What significance might this have in the play? 

18. What do the Puritans think of books other than the Bible? How do you learn about this in Act one? 

19. How does Hale confuse Tituba? What is the significance of their conversation? 

20. How and by whom are the other villagers accused of witchcraft? What is the motivation for the girls' accusations? 

Act II 
21.What is the significance of the scene between Elizabeth and John Proctor? What does it reveal about their relationship and about each of their characters?
22. What is the gift Mary Warren gives to Elizabeth?
23. What information does Mary provide about the trial? What role is she playing at the trial? Why does John forbid her from attending? 
24. Why does Reverend Hale come to the Proctors' home? What does this scene reveal about Hale's role in the trial?
25.  What relationship does Hale suggest exists between the church and the court? 
26. What does Proctor tell Hale about why the children were ill? How does he claim to know?
27. What is the point of the discussion between Hale and the Proctors about whether or not they believe in witches?
28.  What does Giles report to the Proctors? What is the significance of his revelations? 
29.  What event begins to change Hale's opinion about the arrests? How does he feel about the court? 
30.  What role does Cheever play? What is revealed about his character? 
31.  What do we learn about why Mary Warren gave the poppet to Elizabeth?
32.  Why is Elizabeth arrested? On what grounds?
33.  What do we learn about Mary Warren's motives at the end of the act? 
Act III

34.  What is the setting of Act Three? 
35.  What is the significance of the behind the scenes discussion between Hathorne, Danforth, Martha Corey, and Giles Corey? 36.  How do Proctor, Francis, and Giles plan to use Mary Warren's testimony to prove that "Heaven is NOT speaking through  the children"? 
37.  What is the significance of Proctor plowing on Sunday? 
38.  How do Danforth and Hathorne attempt to get Proctor to drop the charge that Mary Warren has lied? Why do they want him to do so? Why does Proctor refuse?
39.  Why are Proctor, Francis, and Giles repeatedly accused of attacking the court? 
40.  Why is Putnam brought into the court?
41.  Why is Giles accused of contempt of court? 
42. What is the significance of the point made by Danforth that "no uncorrupted man may fear this court"? Is this true? How does this point tie the court and the church together? 
43.  Why does Hale suggest that Proctor should have a lawyer? What does this tell us about Hale's feelings about the justice of  the trial? Is this a change in his attitude? Why does Danforth refuse? 
44.  What is contained in Mary Warren's depositions? Why are the other children who have cried out brought in?
45.  How does Danforth equate the court with the church? 
46.  What does Abigail say about Mary's testimony? Why does she lie? 
47.  What role does Parris play during the testimony? Why does he lie about the dancing in the woods? 
48.  What point does Hathorne make about Mary fainting? Why can't she faint on command?
49.  How does Danforth confuse Mary Warren? 
50.  What does Abigail do to befuddle Mary? 
51.  What secret does Proctor reveal about himself and Abigail? Why does he reveal it? 
52.  Why does Elizabeth deny John's relationship with Abigail? What is the result of her denial? 
53.  What evidence is there that Hale no longer believes the testimony and crying out of the girls? 
54.  What do the girls do to convince the men otherwise? Why? How does their action further befuddle Mary? What does Mary do? 

Act IV- Answer 6 out of 11 questions
55. What is the significance of the scene between Herrick and the accused witches?
56.  Why does Reverend Hale tell the accused witches to confess? 
57.  What does the news of what is happening in Andover have to do with the trials in Salem? 
58.  Why does Parris say Abigail has vanished? 
59.  Why does Parris suggest the hanging be postponed? 
60.  Why does Danforth want Proctor to see Elizabeth? What does he hope it will cause him to do? 
61.  What are the conditions in Salem? Why? 
62.  Why doesn't Elizabeth beg John to confess? 
63.  Why does Proctor initially say he will confess? Why does he refuse to sign the confession? 
64.  Why does Parris beg Elizabeth to get John's confession? Why does she refuse? 
65.  Why does Miller end the play with Proctor's refusal to sign the confession and Elizabeth's refusal to beg him to do so? 
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